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This April 5, as the Jewish communi-
ty begins to celebrate Passover, we are
thinking about ways to become more
free. As Jews living in the United States,
many freedoms are afforded to us. But
are we fully free when antisemitism
proliferates and our own children expe-
rience it? Can we have full freedom
when others don’t believe antisemitism
exists or believe it is only a minor prob-
lem?

Passover celebrates the Israelites’
emancipation from slavery. Moses asks
Pharaoh to “let my people go,” and when
Pharaoh refuses, God unleashes 10
plagues, culminating in the slaying of
every firstborn Egyptian son. All Jewish
households are “passed over,” sparing
their eldest sons’ lives.

That passing over was an act of Di-
vine love. However, in today’s search for
fuller freedom, we cannot pass over
hate. Hate limits and harms us. It causes
fear and must be fought.

To feel secure, and free, we need the
broader community to see antisemi-
tism. All the data shows antisemitism is
dramatically on the rise, reaching his-
torically high levels in 2022. You may
not have seen it, but Cincinnati experi-
ences frequent incidents of antisemi-
tism, including hate-filled graffiti in
parks and antisemitic flyers distributed
on college campuses and in neighbor-
hoods.

Recently, our community stepped up,
refusing to pass over hate. On March 15,

Cincinnati’s City Council voted unani-
mously to pass a resolution recognizing
the International Holocaust Remem-
brance Alliance (IHRA) definition of an-
tisemitism. This is a big win. The defini-
tion is simple: “Antisemitism is a certain
perception of Jews, which may be ex-
pressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetori-
cal and physical manifestations of anti-
semitism are directed toward Jewish or
non-Jewish individuals and/or their
property, toward Jewish community in-
stitutions and religious facilities.” This

vote is an important move in the right
direction, towards our physical and
mental freedom.

We believe that the fight against anti-
semitism is, and must be, part of the
fight against all hate. We believe in a di-
verse, inclusive democracy, with free-
dom for all. We do not take those values
for granted. We fight for them every day
in Cincinnati, in Columbus and in
Washington.

But more needs to be done. Most
Americans don’t know that Jews are

only 2.4% of the population, but victims
of 55% of all religion-based hate crimes.
We need awareness, or else we cannot
be free. Stopping “the oldest form of
hate” will require changes in our society.

We hope you will soon see evidence
of a new national effort to fight antisem-
itism that was just launched this March.
It is coordinated by the Foundation to
Combat Antisemitism (FCAS), which is
funded by Robert Kraft, owner of the
New England Patriots. His own founda-
tion, along with FCAS, began by broad-
casting ads during NFL games, calling
on viewers to “stand up to Jewish hate.”

The first time I (Danielle) saw one of
these ads, I was moved. I hadn’t seen
antisemitism called out so publicly in
that way before, and I felt seen. I also
value how this campaign is committed
to fighting antisemitism, while simulta-
neously committed to standing up
against all hate.

This campaign, #StandUpToJewish-
Hate, is supported by a broad coalition
of Jewish and allied groups. It aims to
raise awareness about the modern ha-
tred Jews face and build empathy and
solidarity in the general population in a
way that drives change. Its symbol is a
blue square, which we hope will become
a familiar emblem.

After Passover, we will renew the
fight for our freedom, and the freedom
of our neighbors. We will continue to
stand with Cincinnati in refusing to let
anyone pass over hate − whether direct-
ed at the Jewish community or any oth-
er.

Danielle V. Minson is CEO of the Jew-
ish Federation of Cincinnati. Rabbi Ari
Ballaban is director of the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council. For informa-
tion and resources on the Cincinnati
Jewish community and combating an-
tisemitism, please visit jewishcincin-
nati.org and jewishcincinnati.org/jcrc.
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Ray Warren, of Amberley Village, walks through a gathering against antisemitism
on June 13, 2021, outside of the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati. The gathering
was organized by the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati, the Jewish Community
Relations Council, Mayerson JCC of Cincinnati, Holocaust & Humanity Center, Ish,
and the Greater Cincinnati Board of Rabbis because of a rise in antisemitic hate
crimes. ENQUIRER FILE PHOTO

sexual violence, poverty wages for
workers and the high cost of child care
all impact how women make difficult
decisions about their reproductive lives.

We are deeply concerned that recent
legal and legislative efforts to criminal-
ize abortion and block access to repro-
ductive care threaten the lives and dig-
nity of women. Abortion bans in Ohio
and other states have made high-risk
pregnancies even more dangerous.
Black and Hispanic women, who often
struggle to access quality medical care
and suffer from higher maternal mortal-
ity rates, are disproportionately impact-
ed by these punitive laws. Sadly, many
politicians and religious leaders often
promote these policies as “pro-life.”

If Ohio lawmakers and elected offi-

In our diverse ministries as Catholic
sisters across Ohio, we are inspired by
the Gospels and Catholic teaching to
honor the sacred image of God in all
people. By caring for the sick, welcom-
ing immigrants, protecting the environ-
ment − and also lobbying those in power
to change systems that perpetuate in-
justice − we seek to build a culture that
serves the common good and that cre-
ates safe and healthy communities
where families can thrive. We see up
close every day how people are forced
into agonizing choices in a society
where the lack of quality health care,

cials across the country truly care about
being pro-life, they should consider how
these punitive laws hurt women and fail
to address the complexity involved in
how women use discernment to make
reproductive decisions. We encourage
legislators across the country to join us
in building a culture of human flourish-
ing and pass legislation that provides
the care and resources people need to
thrive. This includes ensuring that
women have access to quality pre- and
postnatal health care, establishing paid
parental leave laws and affordable child
care programs, implementing child tax
credits that have proven to reduce child
poverty and requiring living wages for
workers. 

It’s time to finally move past the divi-

sive culture wars over abortion and
come together to do the hard work of
supporting women and families.

This column is co-authored by Sister
Carren Herring, Sister of Mercy Cincin-
nati; Sister Jean Miller, Sister of Charity
of Cincinnati; Sister Margie Efkeman,
Ursuline Sister of Cincinnati; Sister Car-
oljean Willie, Sister of Charity of Cincin-
nati; Sister Gemma Doll, Dominican
Sister of Peace Columbus; Sister Fran
Repka, Sister of Mercy Cincinnati; Sister
Kathleen Hebbler, Dominican Sister of
Hope Cincinnati; Sister Patricia Gard-
ner, Franciscan Sister Sylvania; Sister
Roberta Miller, Dominican Sister of
Peace Columbus; and Sister Nancy
Bramlage, Sister of Charity of Cincin-
nati.

Time to move past culture wars and support women and families
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“Democracy is messy, and it’s hard.
It’s never easy.” – Robert Kennedy Jr.

I thought about that quote when our
education reporter, Madeline Mitchell,
told me that the Lakota Local Schools
Board of Education was scrapping the
public comment portion of its meeting
agenda.

To be fair, the board instead will hold
a 45-minute listening session before the
start of each meeting. But thanks to a
small tweak in Lakota’s public comment
policy, nothing is stopping board mem-
bers from eliminating that, too, if at
some point they decide they aren’t in
the mood to listen to parents and stu-
dents. 

Last week, the board approved a one-
word change to its comment policy dur-
ing a special meeting. The original
wording: “The Board shall provide a pe-
riod for public participation at every
regular meeting.”

The new wording: “The Board may
provide a period for public participation
at every regular meeting.”

One small change, one giant red flag.

A slippery slope

It’s not surprising the board took this
step. As reported by Mitchell, decorum
at Lakota school board meetings hasn’t
been exemplary, to say the least. Drama
surrounding two investigations into the
behavior of former Superintendent Matt
Miller boiled over last fall, leading to
profanity-laden shouting matches and a
controversial temporary suspension of
public comments. Board member Darbi
Boddy, the most vocal and unrelenting
critic of Miller, has been at odds with the
rest of the board. Boddy’s unannounced
school visits and social media postings
last spring led to censure a vote from her
colleagues and demands for her resig-
nation.

Messy indeed.
But giving itself a way to dodge public

comments sends the board down a slip-
pery slope, one that ends with elected
officials being less accountable to their
constituents. 

Again, they haven’t eliminated com-
ments – yet. But they did move them out
of the meeting proper, which sends a
troubling message. And thanks to that
one, tiny word change, they may decide
at some point that comments aren’t
worth the hassle.

But they are. 
Public participation in government –

even when it’s messy and slows down
the process – is vital to our democracy.

Sure, the board could get a lot more
work done by muzzling the public. But
what’s next? Meeting behind closed
doors? Not posting an agenda if one of
the items of business is controversial?
While we’re at it, maybe we should keep
those pesky reporters out, too.

Thankfully, state law prevents school
boards and other government bodies
from meeting in secrecy. But there’s no
legal mandate to set aside time for pub-
lic comments.

Despite that, most school boards val-
ue community input and have policies
that not only require time for public
comments, but also put in guardrails –
such as time limits and residency re-
quirements – to prevent meetings from
veering off into chaos. 

True to form, Boddy found herself at
odds with the rest of the board and was
the only member to vote against Lako-
ta’s new public comments policy.

“It should not be that complicated to
go before the board,” she said during last
week’s meeting. 

In this case, put me on Team Boddy.
No one said democracy is easy. But it
sure beats the alternative.

h h h

I’m excited to announce The Enquirer
is about to debut a new daily newsletter.

The Daily Briefing, currently an auto-
mated list of story links, is being retired.
In its place will be Daily Briefing 2.0, a

fun-to-read, pithy newsletter written
and curated by a team of Enquirer staff-
ers who won’t be afraid to let a little per-
sonality shine through. 

Same great rundown of local news
and happenings but with a lot more
soul. 

If you already get the Daily Briefing in
its current form, the new one will take
its place April 10. 

If it’s not arriving in your inbox each
morning, just go to Cincinnati.com/
newsletters and sign up. It’s that easy,
and it’s free, whether you subscribe to
The Enquirer or not. 

If you are a subscriber, you also can
sign up for our premium newsletters, in-
cluding the popular At the Table with
Keith Pandolfi, a weekly serving of culi-
nary news from our intrepid food and
dining writer. It’s one of the many bene-
fits that come with your Enquirer sub-
scription. 

But the biggest benefit is that your
subscription supports local journalism.
And for that, you have my gratitude.

Enquirer Executive Editor Beryl Love
writes a biweekly column that takes you
behind the scenes at The Enquirer. Occa-
sionally, he shares his thoughts on local
issues, particularly as they pertain to a
free press and open government. Email
him at blove@enquirer.com. He can’t re-
spond personally to every email, but he
reads them all.
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